
NATIONAL CURRICULUM FOR ENGLAND – KS3 ENGLISH 

Expectations & Learning Outcomes (Years 7–9) 

1. Purpose of Study 

KS3 English aims to ensure pupils: 

• Read fluently and with understanding 

• Write clearly and accurately for a range of purposes 

• Speak confidently in formal and informal contexts 

• Develop cultural, emotional, intellectual and social maturity 

• Appreciate our rich literary heritage 

2. Aims of KS3 English (Core Learning Outcomes) 

By the end of KS3, pupils should be able to: 

• Read widely (fiction, non-fiction, poetry, drama, Shakespeare) 

• Analyse language, structure and form 

• Write for different audiences and purposes 

• Use accurate spelling, punctuation and grammar 

• Speak and listen effectively in discussions, debates and presentations 

• Develop vocabulary and understand linguistic conventions 

3. Reading – Expectations & Outcomes 

Pupils must read a broad, challenging range of texts: 

Skills Developed 

• Inference & deduction 

• Analysis of writer’s methods 

• Understanding of context 

• Comparison of texts 

• Critical evaluation 

• Appreciation of literary heritage 



4. Writing – Expectations & Outcomes 

Pupils should learn to: 

• Write accurately and coherently 

• Adapt tone, style and register 

• Plan, draft, edit and proofread 

• Write creative texts (narrative, descriptive) 

• Write analytical essays 

• Use SPAG accurately 

• Use ambitious vocabulary 

5. Spoken Language – Expectations & Outcomes 

Pupils should: 

• Use Standard English confidently 

• Participate in formal debates 

• Deliver presentations 

• Use talk to explore ideas 

• Listen actively and respond appropriately 

• Work collaboratively 

6. Grammar, Vocabulary & Language Study 

Pupils should: 

• Consolidate KS2 grammar knowledge 

• Use linguistic terminology accurately 

• Understand how language choices affect meaning 

• Use varied and ambitious vocabulary 

• Apply grammar and punctuation consistently 

 

 



7. Overall Attainment Target (End of KS3) 

By the end of KS3, pupils should: 

• Speak, read and write fluently and confidently 

• Show secure understanding of texts 

• Communicate effectively in speech and writing 

• Demonstrate progress across reading, writing and spoken language 

• Be prepared for GCSE English Language & Literature 

 

 

 

 


